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Every Gun Tells a Story

Image Source ATF
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Crime Gun 
Intelligence Centers



Exploiting Crime Gun Intelligence
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Recovered 
Cartridge Cases 

Image Source:  ATF
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NIBIN Entry and Correlation 

• Trained personnel use a BrassTrax acquisition station to take digital images of the markings 
on recovered shell casings and test fires from recovered firearms

• IBIS technology compares images to produce a ranked correlation list of potential links

• Trained personnel review the correlation lists on MatchPoint analysis stations to identify 
possible matches

• The NIBIN site disseminates the NIBIN lead 
or confirmed hit to law enforcement

Source:  ATF:  Using NIBIN to Target 
Shooters and Solve Crime
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ATF Trace Process

Image Source:  ATF
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ATF Trace Process

• All traces begin with the domestic manufacturer or 
importer

• The company name and city and state of operation 
appear on the firearm but may be in the form of an 
abbreviation

• This literally tells ATF who to contact to begin the trace
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ATF 
Trace Process
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ATF Form 4473 

Image Source:  ATF
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Firearms Traced By Calendar Year

Source:  ATF Fact Sheet, National 
Tracing Center, May 2018 
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Why Do You Need 
to Identify a 

Firearm Accurately? 

• Describe the recovered firearm in reports

• Incident report

• Property report

• Evidence tag

• Search warrant return

• Run the firearm in NCIC to see if it is stolen

• Trace the firearm to determine its origin

• Testify about the firearm

• You want to look professional
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Firearms Safety 

Know and follow your department’s 
policy on the handling, examination, 
packaging and storage of firearms

Keep your FINGER off the TRIGGER!

Treat every firearm as if it were loaded 
at all times—even if you just cleared it

Always point the firearm in a safe 
direction

CHECK IT—CHECK IT TWICE! 



How Does a Gun Get Its Identity?
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.38 Smith & Wesson Revolver? 

Image:  ATF P 6320.1
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9x17 Kurz
.380 ACP
.380 Auto
9mm short

9x18
9mm Makarov
9mm Police

9x19
9mm Luger

9mm Parabellum
9mm NATO

9x21
9x21 IMI

9x23
9mm Steyr

9mm Class
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Calibers
.38

.38 Short Colt .38 Auto Super .38 Special .38-.40.38 S&W
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18 U.S.C., Chapter 44, 921(a)(3)

The term firearm means, in part:

• Any weapon, including a starter gun, that will or is designed to or may be 
readily converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive

• The frame or receiver of any such weapon
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Frame or 
Receiver 
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976324

976324

976324

Serial Number on Frame or Receiver
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Rifle

Shotgun

Pistol

Revolver

Identifying the Type of Firearm



25

Pistol Revolver

Identifying the Type of Firearm
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Rifle

Shotgun

Identifying the Type of Firearm



27

1. NAME of the MANUFACTURER 
CITY and STATE 

2. MODEL (if assigned)

3. CALIBER or GAUGE

4. SERIAL NUMBER

Must be on the frame or receiver

Manufacturer cannot duplicate a serial number

Required Markings on U.S. Manufactured Firearms
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Manufacturer’s Name
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City and State
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Model
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Caliber
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Serial Number



39



40

1. Determine the type of firearm
PISTOL

6. Serial number

2. Name of the manufacturer
INTRATEC

3. Manufacturer’s City and State
MIAMI, FLA

4. Model
TEC-9

5. Caliber
9MM LUGER



41

1. NAME of the MANUFACTURER

2. COUNTRY of ORIGIN 

3. IMPORTERS NAME, CITY and STATE

4. MODEL (if assigned)

5. CALIBER or GAUGE

6. SERIAL NUMBER

Must be on the frame or receiver

Manufacturer cannot duplicate a serial number

Required Markings on Firearms Imported Into 
the United States 
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Country of Origin
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Importers Name, City, and State
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Importer’s Markings 

Source ATF Pub. 6320.1

Importer’s Marking Company Name, City & State          

• CSI ONT CA China Sports, Ontario, California

• DIG VB VA Delta Investment Group, Virginia Beach, Virginia

• NA RDFLD NJ Navy Arms, Ridgefield, New Jersey

• CAI ST ALB VT Century Arms Inc., St Albans, Vermont
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Markings on 
Imported Guns



Crime Gun 
Intelligence  

Putting Tracing and NIBIN Together

9/28/2003—PD recovered a Glock 9mm
pistol

9/30/1995—Victim was shot and killed
(NIBIN)

9/29/1995—Glock was purchased
(eTrace)
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Contact Us

Joe McHale
Senior Manager

Institute for Intergovernmental Research (IIR)

Phone:  850.385.0600 x302 
Mobile:  850-404-4101
Email:  jmchale@iir.com

Carolyn Binder
Senior Manager

Institute for Intergovernmental Research (IIR)

Phone:  850.385.0600 x362

Mobile: 850.210.8033

Email:  cbinder@iir.com

Strategic Solutions   •   Focused Action   •   Reduced Violence
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Strategic Solutions   •   Focused Action   •   Reduced Violence

THANK YOU!


